Free your movies and
music with these gadgets
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LACIE LACINEMA

£250. WWW.LACIE.COM/UK

Despite being miniature,
the LaCinema still
squeezes in a 500GB
hard drive. Connections
are limited, but HDMI,
ethernet, 802.11n Wi-Fi,
two USE 2.0 ports and
optical audio cater for
most situations.

The LaCinema Mini

SHOMEESS

playback is painfully slow
to load even over a wired
network, and it struggles
to play audio from some
MKV files. Factor in the
tiny remote control and
cramped, monochrome
interface and it seems
decidedly overpriced.
LovE Ultra-compact size
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HD struggled connecting = Built-in 500GB hard drive

to a shared network, but
guickly hooks upto a
plug-and-play (UPnP)
server. Hi-def video

4EEST. EASEOFUSE

APPLETV

£223 WWWAPPLECOM/UK

Apple's is the simplest
streamer to set upand
its 160GB hard drive
means it doesn't need to
be connected to your

home network, and extra
storage can be added via

USB. HDMI, component
video, optical audio,
ethernet and 802.11n
Wi-Fi are on hand to
connect your PCand TV,
You're initially limited
to iITunes media - HD
movies cost £10 to buy

HATE Slow to load HD
content. Poor interface

and £3.50to rent; TV

: shows from £1.19; songs
from 79p. Media bought/

i ripped elsewhere /s
supported though, and if
you're happy to hack you
can add a BitTorrent
client or Boxee support,
LovE Slick set-up, Online
movie rentals. Plenty of
third-party hacks
HATE Hassle to stream
anything non-Apple
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MEDESER MED500X

E150, WWW.DIGITALERA.CO.UK

The slightly larger
MedeBer has HDMI,
component, composite
and ethernet ports. Wi-Fi
Isn't included as
standard - it costs an
extra £24 - but it must
be said that wired
connections are much
better for streaming HI.
There's no in-built
storage, but you can add

a 1TB hard drive for £155.

Supporting a wide
range of tormats and

boeasting a well thought
out interface. media
playback i1s smooth with
impressively fluid 1080p.
Even large MKV files
strearn effectively,
although audio can be
ever so slightly glitchy.
Love Room for a massive
internal hard drive,
Connections aplenty
HATE Glitchy audio files.
Cluttered remote control

EXTERNAL STORAGE

WESTERN DIGITAL
MY DVR EXPANDER

£100, WWW.WDC.COM

BUFFALO
MINISTATIONLITE

FROM £60, WWW.BUFFALD-
TECHNOLOGY.COM
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